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UPCOMINGUPCOMING
EVENTSEVENTS
Friday, Nov. 11
Veterans Day. No school. 
Parade 11:30 a.m. Waynesville. 

Monday, Nov. 14
No school. Teacher in-service

Monday, Nov. 14
Basketball Tip-off fundraising 
event. Cost: $10 per person for 
the meal. For more info, contact 
bmatlock@waynesville.k12.
mo.us

Nov. 15 & 17
East Elementary choir concerts. 
5:30 p.m. Waynesville High 
School Auditorium

Nov. 23-25 
Thanksgiving Break. No school.

Dec. 1
Waynesville Middle School Band 
Concert. 6 p.m. Waynesville High 
School Auditorium

Dec. 3
WCC Daddy/Daughter Dance. 
Two time options.  Waynesville 
Career Center

Dec. 6
Elementary Voices Concert.  
6 p.m. Waynesville High School 
Auditorium

Dec. 6
Waynesville High School Choir 
Concert. 7 p.m. Waynesville High 
School Auditorium
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Melissa Vernon, the principal 
at Freedom Elementary, has 
been named the South Central 
Distinguished Principal of the Year. 
Vernon will move on to the state 
selection process for the Missouri 
Elementary Distinguished Principal 
of the Year. 

“We are so proud of Mrs. Vernon 
for earning this recognition,” said 
Waynesville R-VI Superintendent 
Hilary Bales. “Melissa is a 
Waynesville High School graduate 
and brings passion for students and 
staff and a deep love of our district 
to work with her every day.”

Melissa Vernon is South 
Central Distinguished 
Principal of the Year.

Vernon named South Central 
Distinguished Principal of Year

Preschool students at Parker 
Educational Center hosted a 
Veterans Appreciation Event 
on Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2022, 
for families of their students.  
Students created artwork to 
show their appreciation for 
Veterans. They also brought 
in family pictures, which were 
displayed in a slide show, 
and performed four songs for 
their guests.  



On Nov. 9, the Waynesville 
JROTC Color Guard made 
up of Cadets David Bennett, 
Zachary Remedies, Avery 
Higdon and Emilee Johnson 
presented the Colors at the 
Vietnam Pinning Ceremony 

where 49 veterans 
received the Vietnam 
Era Commemorative 
Pin and one spouse 
received the spouses 
pin. Keith Pritchard 
presented the 
veterans with a Coin of 
Excellence on behalf 
of his position as the 
Civilian Aide to the 
Secretary of the Army-
West.  CSM (Ret) Roger 
Layman presented the 
veterans with a Coin of 
Excellence on behalf of 
the FLW Mid-Missouri 
AUSA Chapter.

The Waynesville Career Center is honoring veterans with a display by students 
in the advertising design class and their instructor Donna Groves. The veterans 
who are featured in the patriotic display include relatives of WCC staff members.

Above: More scenes from the Parker 
Educational Center Veterans event.



The Raider Team traveled 
to Molena Georgia to compete 
in the U.S. Army Cadet 
Command Raider National 
Championships - Masters 
Division - on Nov. 5 and 6, 
2022.  

The team earned 1st Place 
and were named National 
Champions in the Mixed 
Team category on the 1-Rope 
Bridge. The Raiders also  took  
5th Place on the Gauntlet, 7th 
Place on the Cross Country 
Litter Carry Carry, and 7th 
Place overall in the Mixed 
Division from a a field of 
more than 120 teams.  

This was their best finish 
since 2018.  

WHS students Luke 
Pollman and Avery Higdon 
competed as our two Ultimate Raiders with Pollman finishing 1st overall 
in his heat and Higdon finishing 2nd in her heat.  

Raiders Mixed Team named NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONS in 1-rope bridge competition

Before a standing room only crowd, Thayer Elementary students presented their annual Veterans Day Program. Third graders 
hosted the program, which featured readings, singing, dancing and skits on Thursday, Nov. 10, 2022. 



The Waynesville R-VI School District is celebrating Love 
of Reading Week this week with guest speakers reading 
to students. School Board Member Rick Harne read with 
students at Freedom Elementary on Monday, Nov. 7, 2022, 
where he would read a page and then encourage students 
to volunteer to read the next page.  

Freedom Elementary students hosted their first Leader in Me 
Leadership Day on Nov. 4, 2022. Freedom’s Lead Group Greeter 
Leaders welcomed Superintendent Hilary Bales, School Board 
Member Rick Harne, Dr. Jamie Goforth, assistant superintendent 
of personnel services, and Courtney Long, director of student 
services. Students gave a school tour and then led the guests to 
classes to view student leadership notebooks. Following the tour, 
the four participated in the LEAD Assembly as special guests. The 
students planned, organized and led the assembly.

Congratulations 
to our 

Transportation 
Department 

for receiving a 
100% passing 

rate during their 
surprise bus 

inspection that 
was conducted 
by the Missouri 
State Highway 

Patrol in 
October. 



Waynesville Career Center culinary 
arts students Ryan Henderson, 
Shaun O’Brien and Alexis Shea 
under the direction of Chef Jon Dye, 
culinary arts instructor, competed 
in the bacon category today at the 
World Food Championships in 
Dallas. The top 10 in the category 
are scheduled to be announced this 
evening.

The Waynesville Career 
Center students participated 
in mock interviews with 
military, community and 
district volunteers serving as 
the “prospective employers” 
on Nov. 7-9, 2022.

The Waynesville Career Center hosted its annual Career Fair on Nov. 1, 2022. Representatives from businesses, post-
secondary schools, military and other organizations/institutions talked with students about their career plans and shared 
information about the many future opportunities that are available to them.



AVID is a new College and Career Readiness course offered 
at Waynesville Middle School and High School as an elective 
course. This course is designed to help prepare students and 
guide them through some after graduation and career-based 
choices. One of the standards for the course is to demonstrate 
educational options students have after graduating from high 
school.

“My goal this year for my 7th and 8th grade middle school 
students is to make sure they see the difference between all 
four post graduation educational opportunities they will have:  
4-year university, 2-year college, occupational and trade 
schools,” said Kym McCall, AVID elective teacher.  

AVID students started their college tours with a 4-year 
university in Rolla, Mo., on Oct 20. They were given a tour of 
campus, the Student Design Center and a presentation from 
admissions on requirements to get into the university.  

Evelyn Owens, 7th grade AVID student says, “My favorite 
part was whenever we went to the student design center and 
the guy said ‘You know how they say don’t break stuff, well 
you’re gonna break stuff here.’  We saw the race cars and got 
to hold and touch the projects the college teams were working 
on. I thought that was pretty nice of him to show us their 
stuff.”

WMS AVID students tour university

Tiger Pride Night: Social and emotional learning 
Waynesville R-VI Counselors Theresa 

McNutt and Megan Pimentel shared 
information about the signs of stress, 
the signs of social media anxiety, and 
calming strategies that can help reduce 
stress during their Tiger Pride session on 
Nov. 1, 2022.

You may download a copy of the 
presentation by going to https://www.
waynesville.k12.mo.us/Page/15879.
Photos by Leslie Bales

https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/Page/15879
https://www.waynesville.k12.mo.us/Page/15879


The Bolivar varsity football game proved to be a frustrating 
game that ended in a tough loss for the Waynesville High 
School Tigers on Oct. 7, 2022.

In the Bolivar locker room after the game, WHS Senior 
Niko Fau came across a wallet that had a great deal of money 
in it. 

“Niko very easily could have made the decision to keep that 
wallet and/or the contents in it, but instead he chose to do the 
right thing,” said Dr. Jason Whitt, principal of Waynesville 
High School. “No one would have ever known, but Niko. 
However, Niko had the integrity and honesty to do the right 
thing.”

Fau turned in the wallet and its contents to Waynesville 
administrators.

“This young man has shown true leadership and consistently 
models valuable character traits on a daily basis,” Whitt said. 
“His actions truly inspired me as a leader and educator and it 
just goes to show that one small act can go a long way.”

Fau is a senior at Waynesville High School and was named 

Fau named WHS Rotary Student of the Month 

WHS Rotary Student of the Month for November and was 
recognized at the Rotary Club of Pulaski County’s meeting on 
Nov. 8. Fau is the son of Angela Carter.

In addition to playing football, Fau serves on the Principal 
Student Leadership Team and plays basketball.

Brooklyn Zamora, an eighth grader at Waynesville Middle 
School, has been named the Waynesville Middle School 
Rotary Student of the Month and was honored Tuesday, 
Nov. 8, 2022, at the monthly Rotary Club of Pulaski County 
meeting.

Zamora, the daughter of Casey and Brittany Raines, is 
an outstanding student at WMS. She has a 3.9 grade point 
average and is a member of both National Junior Honor 
Society and WMS Student Council. Zamora is taking high 
school German 2 and Advanced English Language Arts 8. She 
is a tri-athlete who participates in WMS volleyball, wrestling 
and softball. Following graduation, Zamora would like to 
attend Louisiana State University where she plans to get a 
degree in forensics.

Zamora named WMS Nov. Student of the Month 

Waynesville Middle School students volunteered to create a board made up of their hands for Unity Day. The bulletin board 
featured the words kindness, inclusion and acceptance. 


